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First of all I will like to thank the outgoing 
Council members and President George Dallas 
III for running the GSKS these last years all the 
way from Houston. It was certainly a daunting 
task! I also want to thank Susan Nissen (past 
President), and all the GSKS members who 
have continued to work hard and help to keep 
GSKS viable. I am honored to have this oppor-
tunity together with an outstanding group of 
professionals to serve the Geophysical Society 
for the next couple of years. I am looking for-
ward to all of us working together to keep the 
society and its members active in our State and 
within the industry. I know a lot is happening 
and it can sometimes be a challenge to keep 
pace with all that is going on in our lives and in 
our industry. With continued commitment and 
effort, we have been able to keep our activities 
and programs running. Several points that I 
believe are of interest to GSKS come to mind. 
 
Although geophysics has seen an enormous 
expansion in the State, with the advent of 3D 
seismic shots, increased geophysical well log-
ging, near surface geophysics, etc., our active 
membership core has not grown at the same 
pace. It is my wish and goal that we will con-
tinue to engage more of the geophysicists and 
geoscientists who are active in the State to get 
involved in the activities of the Society. 
 
In the spring of 2013, due to insufficient funds, 
the Geophysical Society was unable to award 
yearly scholarships to deserving students from 
institutions in the State. With the help of every-
body, I hope we will be able to raise enough 
funds to continue this tradition. 
 
Several programs or organizations in the State 
are actively involved, showcase, and highlight 
geophysics and related sciences. Partnering and 
close collaborations with these programs—the 

Kansas Geological Society, KU-TORP, Kansas 
Next Step (KNS), Kansas Geological Survey—for 
which most of us also hold memberships, as well 
as engaging student groups at State institutions—
FHSU, KU, KSU, WSU—that offer geophysics 
and related geosciences will go a long way to en-
hancing the quality and experience of the mem-
bers of the GSKS and the petroleum industry in 
the State. 
 
Continuing the Speaker Series, together with addi-
tional programs or activities, seminars, work-
shops, or training will add more value to our 
members’ continuing education and productivity. 
These initiatives will not be possible without par-
ticipation and contribution from all our members. 
 
This year again, several exciting professional 
events are coming up in the fall, beginning with 
the annual SEG convention in Houston. Several of 
our members, students, and professionals from the 
different institutions and businesses in the State of 
Kansas will be attending. This will be a good op-
portunity for our members to get together and visit 
while at the convention in Houston. 
 
It is my pleasure to announce the new officers of 
the Geophysical Society of Kansas for the next 
two years. Scott Pringle (VP),  George Tsoflias 
(Secretary), Blair Benson Schneider (Treasurer), 
Rick Miller (Editor), and George Dallas III (past 
president) join me on the GSKS Council. See 
“New Faces” on p. 3 to meet Scott and Blair. 
 
I thank all of you for your active support and re-
mind you that GSKS members are encouraged to 
forward their opinions and ideas to council mem-
bers in order to continue to improve and serve 
you. 
 

Best Wishes,   
Hendratta Ali   
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Upcoming Meetings and Events 
August 7-8, 2013 
Kansas Next Step (KNS), Hays, Kansas.  Visit www.kansasnextstep.org for more information. 
 
August 12-14, 2013 
SEG Unconventional Resources Technology Conference, URTeC in Denver, Colorado.  
Visit www.seg.org for more information, and see ad on p. 4 of this newsletter. 
 
August 18-20, 2013 
KIOGA 76th Annual Convention, Doubletree By Hilton, Wichita, Kansas. Visit www.kioga.org for 
more information. 
 
September 22-27, 2013 
SEG International Exposition and 83rd Annual Meeting, George R. Brown Convention Center in 
Houston, Texas. Visit www.seg.org for more information. 
 
October 12-15, 2013 
AAPG Mid-Continent Section Meeting will be held in Wichita, Kansas, at the Double Tree By Hilton 
Hotel. Visit http://www.aapg.org/sections/midcontinent.cfm for more information. 
 
October 27-30, 2013 
Geological Society of America 125th Annual Meeting, Denver, Colorado. Visit www.geosociety.org 
for more information. 
 
December 3, 2013 
SEG Honorary Lecturer Nick Moldoveanu will present at the University of Kansas (Lawrence  
campus) Department of Geology Colloquium Series. The talk will begin at 4 pm in Lindley Hall, 
Room 120. 

 Don Steeples received a PhD in Geophysics from Stanford University in 1975. He is McGee Distin-
guished Professor of Geophysics at the University of Kansas (KU), where his near-surface seismic research 
has led to 25 coauthored papers in GEOPHYSICS. He has consulted for more than 50 companies, including 
Exxon, Amoco, Phillips, Mobil, Schlumberger, and I/O. While serving for several years as an administrator at 
KU, he provided leadership within a large organization by managing more than 600 employees and oversee-
ing an annual $100 million budget. Don’s most fulfilling moment as a geophysicist came in 2002, when the 
Kansas Geological Survey’s research group composed entirely of his former students received SEG’s Distin-
guished Achievement Award. 
 Don is one of only nine members of SEG to have been awarded both Life Membership (1996) and Hon-
orary Membership (2009). In 2007 he was Distinguished Lecturer; he served on SEG’s Executive Committee 
as GEOPHYSICS editor (1989–91). On the Annual Meeting Technical Program Committee four times, he 
chaired it in 2012. He led the Committee on Digital Publications, which developed georom. He was a member 
of the SEG Engineering and Groundwater Committee (1984–90), the Publications Committee (1985–93; Chair, 1991–93), the SEG-AAPG 
Joint Committee on the 3D Seismic Atlas,the Industry/Academic Liaison Committee (1983–84) and was a Continuing Education instructor 
(1991–2004). Don was the first president of SEG’s Near-Surface Geophysics Section and was on its executive committee from 1993 to 
1995, receiving its Frischknecht Award in 1996 and Honorary Life Membership in 2008. 
 
Position Statement 
As SEG moves into an increasingly international arena, my experience as scientist, educator, and administrator promises to be of value to 
the organization and its members. As president, I would concentrate first on the design of SEG’s volunteer program. To function effec-
tively, SEG depends not only on its excellent professional staff but also on an army of volunteers. To strengthen this and other programs, I 
would 

Continued on p. 8 

Don Steeples Elected to SEG Board From SEG website:  http://www.seg.org/seg/governance-
docs/2012/directorslection/board/steeples 
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OFFICERS FOR THE CURRENT TERM (ending May 31, 2015) 

PRESIDENT — hnali@fhsu.edu 
 Hendratta Ali, Petroleum Geology Program, 
  Fort Hays State University, Fort Hays, Kansas 
 
VICE-PRESIDENT/PRESIDENT-ELECT — scott@rundlegeo.com 
 Scott Pringle, Rundle Consulting LLC, Wichita, Kansas 
 
SECRETARY — tsoflias@ku.edu 
 George Tsoflias, Department of Geology,  

University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas 
 
TREASURER — blair.benson@gmail.com 
 Blair Benson Schneider, Madison and Lila Self Graduate 

 Fellow, University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas 
 
EDITOR — rmiller@kgs.ku.edu 
 Rick Miller, Kansas Geological Survey, Lawrence, Kansas 
 
PAST-PRESIDENT — gdallas3@att.net 
 George Dallas III, Geophysical Consultant, Houston, Texas 

2013-15 Council 

TECHNICAL PROGRAMS Scott Pringle 
MEMBERSHIP George Tsoflias 
NEWSLETTER Rick Miller (Mary Brohammer–layout) 
ADVERTISING George Dallas III 
WEBPAGE Rick Miller 
 (Brett Bennett–development) 

GSKS Committees 

Membership in GSKS 

Joining GSKS can be accomplished either by requesting an 
application form from membership chairman George 
Tsoflias at tsoflias@ku.edu, or 785-864-4584, or by 
downloading an electronic form at http://gsks.seg.org and 
submitting the form according to instructions provided on 
the form. 

Membership Classifications      Annual Fees 

Active $25 

Associate $25 

Student No Charge 

New Faces on the Council 

Scott Pringle 
 
My name is Scott Pringle and I am the 
new Vice President of the GSKS. I 
began working for Kirk Rundle Con-
sulting in January of 2009. I gradu-
ated in December 2011 from Wichita 
State University with a degree in Ge-
ology. In 2007, I earned degrees from 
WSU in Chemistry and Business. 
Even though my degree is in Geology 
my main focus has been in geophys-
ics. My work experience includes 
interpreting seismic data, subsurface 
geologic analysis, recommending 

potential drilling locations, and meeting with clients to discuss 
their projects. 
 
 
 

Blair Benson Schneider 
 
I am very excited to be a new member of 
the 2013-2015 GSKS Council! I moved to 
Kansas in the summer of 2009 to start my 
master’s degree here, working under George 
Tsoflias and Rolfe Mandel, which I com-
pleted in spring of 2012. I am currently a 
Madison and Lila Self Graduate Fellow at 
the University of Kansas, working towards 
my doctorate in geology with a special con-
centration in geophysics. Along with school, 
I have also been an archeological technician 
with the National Park Service’s Midwest 
Archaeological Center going on four years 

now. I have really enjoyed this position because I have gotten to 
work alongside Steve De Vore, who runs all of the geophysical 
surveys for the center. My professional goals after I finish my PhD 
are to go into industry and also continue to volunteer with non-
profit organizations.  
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Professional Directory 

Professional Directory 

  Phone: 316-295-4675 
Fax: 316-201-1999 
Cell: 316-737-2600 
E-mail: dhedke@hs-geo.com 
             rsaenger@hs-geo.com 

Rick Saenger 
Dennis Hedke 

Consulting Geophysicists 
 

H E D K E - S A E N G E R  G E O S C I E N C E ,  L T D  

8100 E. 22nd St. North 
Bldg 2200–Suite 3 
Wichita, KS  67226 
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Professional Directory—cont’d 
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Don Steeples—cont’d 
 use SEG’s website to provide a clearinghouse where those willing to serve in a voluntary capacity—for example, reviewing abstracts and 

manuscripts or serving on committees—can register for activities in which they would like to be involved 
 advertise that registry of volunteers so that committee chairs, associate editors, SEG officers, and others can identify new volunteers to 

help with the many tasks required to keep SEG functioning 
 work to enhance on-line delivery of continuing education courses to reach those for whom travel is not an option 
 continue to enhance SEG student-chapter benefits, as today’s students are SEG’s future 
I am both honored and delighted to serve; if my close friend, pheasant-hunting buddy, and former student Brad Birkelo is elected, I will be 
very proud! 
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Individual Affiliation Member Status 

Erin Gilmore CGG Veritas 
Houston, TX 

Associate 

Brandon White HD Geophysical 
Lubbock, TX 

Associate 

xx xx Associate 

Geophysical Society of Kansas 
P.O. Box 48069 
Wichita, KS  67201 

We’re on the web. Check us out at 
http://gsks.seg.org 

Phone: 316-295-4675 
Fax: 316-201-1999 
Cell: 316-737-2600 

Expand your exposure—
Advertise in the GSKS 
Newsletter. 

OUR MISSION: 
To provide our members a quality venue for disseminating geo-

physically focused information pertinent to Kansas and surround-

ing regions. 

We also seek to advance the geosciences by providing members 

opportunities to increase the understanding of geophysical prin-

ciples and practice. 

If you are aware of speakers / topics which would benefit mem-

bers, let us know, and we’ll pursue. 

Additionally, we are actively seeking research papers and results 

to share with our audience.  If you are interested in publishing 

your work, please contact Editor Rick Miller. 

GSKS ADVERTISING 
 

GSKS is seeking subscribers to fill space in future newsletters. Our publishing cycle is  
bi-monthly, January-February, March-April, etc. 
 

Preferred formats for electronic files are typical Word document (.doc), .jpg, .pdf, etc.  
Please check with us if you have questions. 

ADVERTISING RATE SCHEDULE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To obtain a downloadable order form, please go to our website at http://gsks.seg.org. 

Description Single Issue Rate 6 Issue Rate 

Business Card Annual Rate Only   $75 

Eighth Page   $45 $165 

Quarter Page   $80 $330 

Half Page $150 $500 

Full Page $275 $650 

 

 New Members 
 The Geophysical Society of Kansas welcomes the following new members:  

 


