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Welcome summer! And the
lazy hazy days of fun! With that
I feel the need to share this recent article on the current administration…
Morning Bell:
Obama’s War on Domestic
Energy Production
Amy Payne for Heritage
Foundation
June 20, 2012
Today, the Senate will vote
on the fate of one of the most
expensive regulations of all time
–a regulation that threatens to
create an America with no new
coal-fired power plants, where
existing energy producers might
have to close their doors, snuffing out jobs and making electricity dramatically more expensive.
Citing mercury pollution and
air pollution, the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) ordered businesses to install the
“Maximum Achievable Control
Technology” (MACT) to control emissions from their plants.
Known as Utility MACT, this is
no ordinary regulation. So stringent are the standards that potentially dozens of coal-fired
power plants will close rather
than incur the unsustainable
costs of compliance.

The EPA estimates the rule
will cost $9.6 billion annually,
to be paid by utilities and customers alike for new equipment,
monitoring and reporting, loss of
generating capacity, and higher
electricity rates. Industry insiders consider the agency figures
to be a lowball estimate.
Heritage’s David Kreutzer
has called Utility MACT “a
costly fraud” because it raises
the scary specter of mercury but
really targets carbon dioxide. He
explains:
The proponents of the proposed rule tell stories of
mercury poisoning and point
to benefit estimates as
though they reflect a reduced
incidence of mercury poisoning. However, even the
EPA’s own cost-benefit calculations reveal that this is
not a mercury rule in any
meaningful sense–less than
one-tenth of one percent of
the estimated benefits come
from mercury abatement.
Not only is the stated reasoning behind the rule misleading,
but it may also be impossible to
comply with. Southern Company, America’s largest utility,
said that based on company data

from actual upgrade projects,
the EPA’s compliance timetable for Utility MACT is simply
impossible to achieve. Southern
has undertaken more upgrade
and compliance projects than
any other power producer.
Southern warned that it
would bring “more power plant
closures, spikes in electricity
prices, job losses, and increased
power outages.” Plants that
can’t be upgraded in time must
be taken offline in 2015. With
less power available on the
grid, electricity prices are forecast to spike by 11.5 percent
nationwide in 2016, causing
hundreds of thousands of job
losses across the economy,
according to National Economic Research Associates.
Senator James Inhofe (ROK) calls the rule “the centerpiece of President Obama’s war
on coal” and has called for today’s vote in an attempt to declare it void. The President has
threatened to veto Inhofe’s
resolution if it passes.
After all, EPA’s regulatory
rampage is meant to fulfill
Obama’s energy vision for
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President’s Message (continued)
America: that “electricity rates would necessarily
skyrocket” when energy producers have to comply with regulations and pass those costs on to
consumers, and that “if somebody wants to build
a coal-powered plant, they can. It’s just that it
will bankrupt them.”
This comes at a perilous time for the economy. Forcing businesses to waste tens or hundreds of billions of dollars per year on environmental upgrades of questionable value means
that money isn’t available to invest in business
expansions or create jobs.
These economic costs have also been felt by
consumers and business suffering under three
years of unnecessarily high oil prices. With
roughly 3 percent of federal land available for
exploration–production on that small sliver declining–new regulations and proposed taxes and
a host of other anti-oil measures, the President is
making it harder and harder to access our nation’s rich oil reserves.
Even in this demoralizing regulatory landscape, Americans are still innovating in energy
production. Residents of Tioga, North Dakota,
are showing the rest of the country how profitable domestic energy could be–if the federal
government doesn’t halt the town’s economic
boom.
Thanks to fracking–a process where rock is
fractured to tap oil-rich underground resources–
the Tioga area is flourishing. So many people are

moving to the area that it hasn’t been able to
build enough houses to keep up with demand.
North Dakota is proving that the U.S. can
develop its resources efficiently and in an environmentally sensible manner. Oil production has
quadrupled since 2005–North Dakota is now the
second-largest oil producer in the U.S. behind
Texas–and state regulators have effectively balanced economic growth and environmental protection.
North Dakota is only one of many states that
are beginning to reap the economic benefits of
fracking and other advances in drilling technology to harvest previously inaccessible oil deposits. But these leaps forward are only possible
because regulations haven’t crushed these efforts–yet.
When Congress has put up roadblocks to the
Obama Administration’s agenda, the President
has swerved around the legislative process and
issued orders through regulation. His EPA has
pursued a host of regulations that will kill millions of jobs, challenging Congress to try and
stop it. Today, the Senate could take one step in
that direction, but it will take a serious fight to
maintain the level of economic freedom needed
to create jobs and meet the country’s energy
needs.
Best Regards,
George Dallas III

Geophysical Society of Kansas

Volume 8, Issue 4
Page 3

2011-13 Council
OFFICERS FOR THE CURRENT TERM (ending May 31, 2013)
PRESIDENT
George Dallas III, Geophysical Consultant, Houston, Texas
VICE-PRESIDENT/PRESIDENT-ELECT
Hendratta Ali, Petroleum Geology Program,
Fort Hays State University, Fort Hays, Kansas

Membership in GSKS

SECRETARY
George Tsoflias, Department of Geology,
University of Kansas, Lawrence, Kansas

Joining GSKS can be accomplished either by requesting an
application form from membership chairman George
Tsoflias at tsoflias@ku.edu, or 785-864-4584, or by
downloading an electronic form at http://gsks.seg.org and
submitting the form according to instructions provided on
the form.

TREASURER
John Hastings, Lario Oil & Gas Company,
Wichita, Kansas
EDITOR
Rick Miller, Kansas Geological Survey, Lawrence, Kansas

Membership Classifications
Active

$25

PAST-PRESIDENT
Susan Nissen, Consultant, McLouth, Kansas

Associate

$25

Student

No Charge

GSK Committees
TECHNICAL PROGRAMS
MEMBERSHIP
NEWSLETTER
ADVERTISING
WEBPAGE

Hendratta Ali
George Tsoflias
Rick Miller (Mary Brohammer–layout)
Dennis Hedke
Rick Miller
(Brett Bennett–development)

Annual Fees
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The Crew Tracker
Active seismic crews as of July 1, 2012
Provided by Acquisition Company Representatives
Acquisition Company

Location (County or Parish)

Instruments

Contact

Lockhart Geophysical – Crew 1
Lockhart Geophysical – Crew 2
Lockhart Geophysical – Crew 3
Lockhart Geophysical – Crew 4
Lockhart Geophysical – Crew 5

Russell/Barton, KS
Weld, CO
Barton, KS
Rush, KS
Lyon, KS

ARAM/ARIES
ARAM/ARIES
ARAM/ARIES
ARAM/ARIES
ARAM/ARIES

Russ Opfer
303-592-5220 office
russell@lockhartgeo.com

Paragon Geophysical – Crew 206
Paragon Geophysical – Crew 207
Paragon Geophysical – Crew 208
Paragon Geophysical – Crew 210
Paragon Geophysical – Crew 211

Toole, MT
Hitchcock, NE
Noble, OK
Harlan, NE
Grant, OK

Inova Scorpion3C
Inova Scorpion
Inova Scorpion
Sercel Unite Wireless
Sercel Unite Wireless

Jeff Logan
316-636-5572 office
jeff@paragongeo.com

Sercel 428
I/O RSR
GSR
Sercel 428

Dave Willis
281-848-6826 office; 281-543-6189 cell
dave.willis@geokinetics.com

Geokinetics – Crew 303
Geokinetics – Crew 304
Geokinetics – Crew 308
Geokinetics – Crew 311

Lincoln, Weld, CO/Campbell, WY
Carbon, WY
Arapahoe, CO
Garfield, CO

Tidelands Geophysical – Crew 370
Tidelands Geophysical – Crew 380

Trego, KS
Wichita, KS

ARAM/ARIES
ARAM/ARIES

Danny Winn
972-881-1099 office; 214-649-2312 cell
dwinn@tgcseismic.com

Nodal Seismic – Crew 101

Santa Cruz, CA

Fairfield Z-Land

Dan Hollis
626-818-4979
dan.hollis@nodalseismic.com

LoneStar Geophysical – Crew 101
LoneStar Geophysical – Crew 102

Ness/Rush, KS
Hitchcock/Dundy, NE

ARAM/ARIES
ARAM/ARIES

Heath Harris
405-726-8626 office; 360-483-9103 cell
hharris@lstargeo.com

Breckenridge Exploration – Crew 201 Weld, CO/Barton-Graham, KS ARAM/ARIES

Mike Comeau
254-559-0587 cell
mcomeau@breckex.net

Geophysical Society of Kansas

Volume 8, Issue 4
Page 5

Geophysical Society of Kansas
Page 6

Professional Directory
Professi onal Directory

HEDKE-SAENGER GEOSCIENCE, LTD

8100 E. 22nd St. North
Bldg 2200–Suite 3
Wichita, KS 67226
Phone: 316-295-4675
Fax:
316-201-1999
Cell:
316-737-2600
E-mail: dhedke@hs-geo.com
rsaenger@hs-geo.com

Rick Saenger
Dennis Hedke
Consulting Geophysicists
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OUR MISSION:

Geophysical Society of Kansas
P.O. Box 48069
Wichita, KS 67201

To provide our members a quality venue for disseminating geophysically focused information pertinent to Kansas and surrounding regions.

Phone: 316-295-4675
Fax: 316-201-1999
Cell: 316-737-2600

We also seek to advance the geosciences by providing members
opportunities to increase the understanding of geophysical principles and practice.
If you are aware of speakers / topics which would benefit members, let us know, and we’ll pursue.

We’re on the web. Check us out at
http://gsks.seg.org

Additionally, we are actively seeking research papers and results
to share with our audience. If you are interested in publishing
your work, please contact Editor Rick Miller.

New Members
The Geophysical Society of Kansas welcomes the following new members:
Individual

Affiliation

Member Status

Erin Gilmore

CGG Veritas
Houston, TX

Associate

Brandon White

HD Geophysical
Lubbock, TX

Associate

xx

xx

Associate

GSK ADVERTISING
GSK is seeking subscribers to fill space in future newsletters. Our publishing cycle is
bi-monthly, January-February, March-April, etc.
Preferred formats for electronic files are typical Word document (.doc), .jpg, .pdf, etc.
Please check with us if you have questions.
ADVERTISING RATE SCHEDULE

Expand your exposure—
Advertise in the GSK
Newsletter.

Description

Single Issue Rate

6 Issue Rate

Business Card

Annual Rate Only

$75

Eighth Page

$45

$165

Quarter Page

$80

$330

Half Page

$150

$500

Full Page

$275

$650

To obtain a downloadable order form, please go to our website at http://gsks.seg.org.

