
Our unseasonably cool weather 
has brought an unseasonable 
amount of rain. In the last two 
weeks, I’ve only run the air 
conditioner about 4 days, and 
the ponds are all nearly full, a 
very unusual circumstance for 
August in Kansas. This is obvi-
ously a result of too much car-
bon in our atmosphere! 
 
I heard an interesting comment 
the other day. The comment 
was to the effect that before 
long, all of Kansas will be shot 
with 3D seismic data and all the 
acreage will be evaluated. In a 
way, that is like saying that 
geologists have been exploring 
in Kansas for 70 years or more, 
and that all the prospects that 
have been generated to date 
have found all of the oil that 
there is to be found. A state-
ment such as this fails to take 
into account our continually 
changing technologies, and 
changing economics. 
 
In the past, there has always 
been a new technology that, 
when applied, is a major leap 
forward in exploration. Among 
those technical advances were 
refraction seismology, correla-
tion reflection data, common 

depth point data and now 3D 
Seismic technology. When I 
began my career 33 years ago,  
I heard “old timers,” some of 
whom were my mentors, say 
that they thought that correla-
tion records (single-fold data) 
allowed them to significantly 
improve their success rate. And 
it did. Crews were busy work-
ing all over the Mid Continent 
and elsewhere collecting corre-
lation records. Then along came 
Common Depth Point data. 
Similar commentary was made 
regarding this technology. 
Thousands of line miles were 
acquired in areas previously 
shot with correlation data. And 
now, 3D seismic is in the 
driver’s seat. Very few pros-
pects are drilled without 3D 
seismic evaluation. Risk reduc-
ing advances have also been 
made in the field of seismic data 
processing and acquisition. 
Evolving seismic processing 
techniques have given second 
and third looks to “old” data. 
And if the promise of multi-
component 3D data comes to 
pass and 4D seismic applica-
tions become more common-
place, we have a significant 
amount of work ahead of us. 
 

Based on today’s economics, 
10,000 barrels of production 
can gross about $1.2 million. 
As the product price rises, we 
are able to economically justify 
exploration for smaller and 
smaller accumulations. It  
doesn’t take much production 
to pay for a seismic survey that 
can, for example, improve odds 
from 1:5 (or worse) to 1:3. Our 
challenge will be as it always 
has been, keeping up and  
applying the technology to  
improve our understanding of 
the subsurface. 
 
…which brings us to one of the 
avenues of maintaining our 
education…. 
 
Our GSKS and the Kansas 
Geological Society will begin 
our Fall-Spring Technical ses-
sions. Please support our socie-
ties, and get exposure to some 
of the newest advances by at-
tending these papers. 
 
I would like to thank our adver-
tisers for their continued sup-
port and Mary Brohammer for 
her faithful work in assembling 
this newsletter. I hope to see 
you at the technical sessions! 
 

Rick Saenger    
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The Geophysical Society of Kansas (GSKS) is seeking papers for the Fall session, and welcomes any 
suggestions you may have. Perhaps you have seen recent papers at GSOKC, SEG, AAPG, that you 
found interesting.  Please let us know of any such presentations you’d like to see us attempt to bring to 
the GSKS. 
 
We also want our members to be aware of other technical presentations that may be of interest, and 
note that the Kansas Geological Society has a meeting scheduled for September, details appearing 
below. 
 
The Kansas Geological Society has announced their next Technical Program, to be held on Septem-
ber 16th. Scott Sears, ICAX, will be the speaker. IACX is in the business of building and deploying a 
proprietary fleet of small scale nitrogen rejection assets (500MCF/D+) on a lease or percentage-of-
proceeds basis. Its customers are natural gas producers, large and small. Aside from IACX’s novel 
processing assets, Mr. Sears will discuss his geological theories surrounding the viability and predict-
ability of shallow, high-nitrogen gas reserves. He will bring several examples of areas that are ripe for 
low-cost gas exploitation and will present an opportunistic approach to building reserves in quiet,  
uncrowded corners of the gas patch. An open-audience dialog is encouraged. 
 
Technical Program location is 225 North Market, Wichita Bar Association, 1st Floor Conference 
Room.  Program begins at 12:30 PM. 
 
For information on presentations scheduled by the Kansas Geological Society, please contact KGS 
Program Chairman Bob Cowdery at sbc@southwind.net. 
 
If you are aware of talks that would be of interest to the Geophysical Society of Kansas, please con-
tact Dennis Hedke at dhedke@hs-geo.com or 316-295-4675. 
 
Thanks. 

Dennis Hedke   
Technical Program Chairman   

Program Chairman’s Column 

Individual Affiliation Member Status 

Chong Zeng Kansas Geological Survey 
Lawrence, KS 

Student 

Daniel Rice Kansas Geological Survey 
Lawrence, KS 

Student 

Jerry Honas Consulting Geologist 
Wichita, KS 

Associate 

Wayne D. Williams Kronos E & P LLC 
Littleton, CO 

Active 

 

 New Members 
 The Geophysical Society of Kansas extends a warm welcome to the following new members:  



Geophysical Society of Kansas Volume 4, Issue 5 

Page 3 

Note from the Editor 
Planning is underway by the Geophysical Society of Kansas 
and Kansas Geological Survey for next year’s symposium on 
the “50-year Review of Geophysics in Kansas.”  Currently 
preparations for this event are targeting a late fall 2009 meeting 
in Wichita.  As is only fitting, this 2009 gathering will fall at 
the end of the three-year International ‘Year’ of Planet Earth 
(2007-2009). 
 
Why a 50-year review?  From a historical perspective, in 1959 
Bill Hambleton edited a collection of papers with a geophysical 
theme and Kansas focus.  Kansas Geological Survey’s publica-
tion of Bulletin 137, Symposium on Geophysics in Kansas, 
highlighted the breadth of geophysics as it was practiced in 
Kansas in the late 1950s.  In reading that volume, the growth in 
technology and application to Kansas problems is unmistak-
able, from the occasional use of geophysics on such early stud-
ies as magnetic anomalies in the southeastern Kansas mining 
district in the early 1930s to the explosion of seismic spot cor-
relation onto the geophysics scene in the early 1950s.  Hamble-
ton clearly assembled a landmark manuscript that provides 
much of the technological history our science is built on today. 
 
Twenty-five years later, Don Steeples edited Bulletin 226, Geo-
physics in Kansas, published by the Kansas Geological Survey 
in 1989 as the proceedings of the “Symposium on Geophysics 
in Kansas—a 25-year update” held in Wichita in November of 
1984.  In a sentence—within the 25-year span since bulletin 
137, the computer age hit geophysics in Kansas like the meteor-
ite that ended the dinosaur age hit the earth.  In looking back on 
these papers Steeples assembled, many are still referenced in 
today’s literature, an undeniable sign of their significance to the 
scientific community. 
 
Currently we are searching for papers to include in a KGS Bul-
letin that will set the tone for the symposium. This bulletin will 
represent a key piece of reference literature for generations to 
come that want to understand the state-of-our science in Kansas 
during the first part of the twenty-first century.  General topical 
themes for the bulletin include:  Geophysics to unravel Geol-
ogy, Geophysics teamed with Petrophysics, and Geophysics to 
Characterize.  Additionally this symposium will feature a large 
collection of presentations and posters highlighting case studies 
of geophysics applied to a wide range of problems affecting 
Kansas.  These presentations and posters will cover the full 
gamut of topics from exploration, production, and engineering 
to environmental and groundwater. 
 
I encourage all members of our geophysical community to find 
ways to be involved with this next major geophysical event in 
Kansas.  Suggest a paper, write a paper, encourage a presenter 
you have seen to submit a paper, support a co-worker in assem-
bling a paper, or help with arrangements for the meeting; with-
out a doubt, the high tech tools of exploration and discovery 
will be showcased at this 2009 symposium, be a part of it! 
 

Rick Miller     
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Membership in GSK 
Joining GSK can be accomplished either by requesting an 
application form from Membership chairman Bob Francis at 
rapidREF@juno.com, or 316-722-5312, or by downloading 
an electronic form at http://gsks.seg.org and submitting the 
form according to instructions provided on the form. 

Membership Classifications      Annual Fees 

Active $25 

Associate $25 

Student No Charge 
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Provided by Acquisition Company Representatives 
 
Acquisition Company Location (County/Parish) Instruments 
Lockhart Geophysical – Crew 1 Graham/Scott, KS  ARAM/ARIES 
Lockhart Geophysical – Crew 2 Ellis, KS  ARAM/ARIES 
Lockhart Geophysical – Crew 3 Logan, KS  ARAM/ARIES 
Lockhart Geophysical – Crew 4 Kingman, KS  ARAM/ARIES 
Lockhart Geophysical – Crew 5 Cheyenne, CO ARAM/ARIES 
Global Geophysical – Crew 444 Custer, OK  Sercel 408 
Global Geophysical – Crew 445 Garfield, CO/Sevier, UT Sercel 428 
Global Geophysical – Crew 446 Dimmit, TX  Sercel 408/428 
Global Geophysical – Crew 448 Conway, AR  Sercel 408 
Global Geophysical – Crew 449 Leon, TX  Sercel 408 
Paragon Geophysical – Crew 205 Kimball, NE  I/O System II 
Paragon Geophysical – Crew 206  Cowley, KS I/O Scorpion VC 
Paragon Geophysical – Crew 207  Ford, KS  I/O Scorpion 
Paragon Geophysical – Crew 208  Lane, KS  I/O Scorpion 
PGS Onshore – Crew 300 Beckham, OK  Sercel 428 
PGS Onshore – Crew 310 Carter, MT Sercel 428 
PGS Onshore – Crew 320 Wise, TX  I/O RSR 
PGS Onshore – Crew 330 Mountrail, ND Sercel 408 
Tidelands Geophysical – Crew 320 Thomas, KS ARAM/ARIES 
Tidelands Geophysical – Crew 330 Ford, KS ARAM/ARIES 

 

Letter to the E ditor 

Since I last submitted a letter about a year ago, there has been some interesting movement regarding the 
science of climate change. Just this past week I received a News Release from a trusted service, alert-
ing me to the fact that a group in Oregon, specifically the Oregon Institute of Science and Medicine, 
has seen a significant increase in signatories on a petition they have constructed. 

 

In my opinion, this Petition warrants the attention of our members, and I encourage them to review it, 
and if so inclined, to sign the petition and deal with it accordingly. Please insert a copy of the Petition 
in a place where our membership may have the opportunity to review and act according to their prefer-
ence. 

 

I remain of the opinion that evidence and actual data overwhelmingly support the contention that man-
kind has not in the past altered, and for all intents and purposes, is incapable under current or projected 
future scenarios, of materially altering our atmospheric balance due to human induced CO2. 

 

Letter to the Editor [Reprise] 
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Professional Directory—cont’d 

 
Phone: 316-295-4675 
Fax: 316-201-1999 
Cell: 316-737-2600 
E-mail: dhedke@hs-geo.com 
             rsaenger@hs-geo.com 

Rick Saenger 
Dennis Hedke 

Consulting Geophysicists 

P.O. Box 48069 
Wichita, KS  67201 

H E D K E - S A E N G E R  G E O S C I E N C E ,  L T D  

8100 E. 22nd St. North 
Bldg 2200–Suite 3 
Wichita, KS  67226 
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~The MODEL OF EXCELLENCE~ 
~For 3D SEISMIC~ 

 

FULL DIGITAL 3C RECORDING AVAILABLE 
 

John H Beury III ~ Pres. 
John Aguilar ~ Op. Mgr. 

 

 

“NEW 2005 All Terrain Vibrators” 

 

3500 N Rock Rd, Bldg 800-B, Wichita, KS 67226  
Phone: 316-636-5552      Fax: 316-636-5572 

paragon@paragongeo.com 
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Geophysical Society of Kansas 
P.O. Box 48069 
Wichita, KS  67201 

We’re on the web. Check us out at 
http://gsks.seg.org 

ADVERTISING RATE SCHEDULE 

 
To obtain a downloadable order form,  please go to our website at http://gsks.seg.org. 

Description Single Issue Rate 6 Issue Rate 

Business Card Annual Rate Only $75 

Eighth Page $45 $165 

Quarter Page $80 $330 

Half Page $150 $500 

Full Page $275 $650 

GSK ADVERTISING 
 
GSK is seeking subscribers to fill space in future newsletters. Our publishing cycle is  
bi-monthly, January-February, March-April, etc. 
 
Preferred formats for electronic files are typical Word document (.doc), .jpg, .pdf, etc.     
Please check with us if you have questions. 

Phone: 316-295-4675 
Fax: 316-201-1999 
Cell: 316-737-2600 

Expand your exposure—
Advertise in the GSK 
Newsletter. 

OUR MISSION: 
To provide our members a quality venue for disseminating geo-
physically focused information pertinent to Kansas and surround-
ing regions. 

We also seek to advance the geosciences by providing members 
opportunities to increase the understanding of geophysical prin-
ciples and practice. 

If you are aware of speakers / topics which would benefit mem-
bers, let us know, and we’ll pursue. 

Additionally, we are actively seeking research papers and results 
to share with our audience.  If you are interested in publishing 
your work, please contact Editor Rick Miller. 




